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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
appUcation: 
Listing of Claims: 
What is claimed is: 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) An electric machine comprising: 

a stator including a stator core having a generally cylindrical surface disposed between 
first and second ends; 

a rotor adapted to magnetically interact with the stator, the rotor rotating about an axis; 
a first interaicdiate portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surface of the 

stator; 

a first end cap conpled to the first intermediate portion; 

a second intermediate portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surface of the 
stator and being spaced jErom the fiist intennediate portion; 

a suT^Qit member that comprises an cixterior strap c onnecting the first intermediate 
portion and the second intermediate portion: 

a second end o^p coupled to the second intermediate portion; and 

a fastener coupling at least one of the first and second intermediate portions and 
extending through the first and second end caps. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The electric machine of claim 1 wherein the first 
intermediate portion includes a first distal surface spaced firom the first end of the stator, and 
the second intennediate portion includes a second distal surface spaced &om the second end 
of the stator, wherein the first end cap is coupled to the first distal surface and the second end 
cap is coupled to the second distal surface. 

3. (Original) The electric machine of claim 1 wherein each of the first and second 
intermediate portions are generally cylindrical. 

4. (Original) The electric machine of claim 1 wherein at least one of the first and 
second intermediate portions include a tab. 

5. (Original) The electric machine of claim 4 wherein the at least one of the first 
and second intennediate portions include an aperture. 

6- (Original) The electric machine of claim 5 wherein the aperture is disposed 
adjacent to the tab. 

7, (Original) The electric machine of claim 6 wherein the tab is disposed adjacent 
to one of die ends of the stator. 

8, (Original) The electric machine of claim 5 wherein the tab is formed by 
punching the at least one of the first and second intermediate portions to create the aperture. 
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9, (Original) The electric machine of claim 4 wherein the tab includes an 
aperture. 
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1 0. (Previously Presented) An electric machine comprising: 

a stator including a stater core having a generally cylindrical surface disposed betweaa 
first and second ends; 

a rotor adapted to magnetically interact with the stator, the rotor rotating about an axis; 
a first intennediatc portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surface of the 

stator; 

a first end cap coupled to the first intennediate portion; 

a second intermediate portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surface of die 
stator and being spaced fi-om the first intennediate portion; 

a second end c^ coupled to the second intennediate portion; and 
a fastener coupling at least one of the first and second intermediate portions and the 
fu*st and second end caps, wherein at least one of the first and second intermediate portions 
include a tab and the tab includes an aperture, and wherein the electric machine fijrtiher 
includes a fastener to couple the first and second end caps, and wherein the fastener is 
disposed within the aperture. 

1 1 . (Original) The electric machine of claim 1 0 wherein the core includes a bore, 
and wherein the festener is disposed within the bore of the core. 

12-13, (Cancelled) 
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14. (Previously Presented) An electric machine assembly comprising: 

a stator including a stator core, the stator core including first and second ends and a 
generally cylindrical surface between the first and second ends; 

a rotor adapted to magaetically interact with the stator, the rotor rotating about an axis; 

a first housing portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surfece of the stator, 
the first housing portion including a first tab disposed adjacent to the first end of the stator and 
projecting fix>m a first housing interior; 

a second housing portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surface of the 
stator, the second housing portion including a second tab disposed adjacent to the second end 
of the stator and projecting from a second housing interior; and 

a fastener coupling the first and second housing portions. 

15. (Original) The electric machine assembly of claim 14 wherein the machine 
further comprises a first end cap coupled to the first housing portion and a second end cap 
coupled to the second housing portion and wherein the fastener couples the first and second 
end caps. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The electric machine of claim 15 wherein the first 
housing portion includes a first distal surface spaced from the first housing portion of the 
stator. and the second housing portion mcludes a second distal surface spaced fixrai the second 
housing portion of the stator, and wherein the first end cap is coupled to the first distal surface 
and the second end cap is coupled to the second distal suiface. 
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17. (Original) The electric machine of claim 14 wherein the at least one of the 
housing portion includes an aperture. 

1 8. (Original) The electric machine of claim 17 wherein the aperture is disposed 
adj acent to the first tab. 

19. (Original) The electric machine of claim 1 8 wherein the tab is disposed 
adjacent to one of the ends of the stator. 

20. (Original) The electric machine of claim 14 wherein the tab is fomied by 
punching the first housing portion to create the aperture. 

21. (Original) The electric machine of claim 14 wherein the tab includes an 
aperture. 

22. (Original) The electric machine of claim 14 wherein each of the first and 
second housing portions are generally cylindrical. 

23. (Original) The electric machine assembly of claim 14 wherein the stator 
comprises at least one bore, and wherein the electric machine fbrther comprises fiastencrs 
coupling the housing portions via the bore. 
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24. (Original) The electric machine assembly of claim 23 wherein the first tab 
comprises a connecting tab. 
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25. (Previously Presented) An electric machine assembly comprising: 

a stator including a stator core, the stator core including fust and second ends and a 
generally cylindrical surface between the first and second ends; 

a rotor adapted to magnetically interact with the stator, the rotor rotating about an axis; 

a first housing portion partially covering the generally cylindrical surface of the stator, 
the first housing portion including a first tab disposed adjacent to the first end of the stator, 

a second housing portion partially covering ihe generally cylindrical surface of the 
stator> the second housing portion including a second tab disposed adjacent to tiie second end 
of tlie stator; and 

a fastener coupling the first and second housing portions, wherein the first tab 
comprises a positioning tab abutting against the stator, 
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. 26. (Previously Presented) A method of assembling an electric machine, the 
method comprising: 

providing a stator including a stator core, the stator core including first and second 
ends and a generally cylindrical surface between the first and second ends; 

fitting a first housing portion over tihe stator, the first housing portion including a firet 
tab extending firom a first housing interior, the first fitting act including partially covering the 
generally cylindrical surface with the first housing portion and disposing the first tab adjacent 
to the first end of the stator, 

fitting a second housing portion over the stator, the second housing portion including a 
second tab extending from a second bousing interior, the second fitting act including partially 
covering the generally cylindrical surface with the second housing portion and disposing the 
second tab adjacent to the second end of the stator; and 

coupling the first and second housing portions. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26 and fiirther comprising disposing a first end 
cap adjacent to the first housing portion, and disposing a second end cap adjacent to the 
second housing portion. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27 wherein coupling the first and second 
housing portions results fix)m coijpling the first and second end caps with a fastener. 
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29. (Previously Presented) A method of assembling an electric nuchine, the 
method comprising: 

providing a stater including a stator core, the stator core including first and second 
ends and a generally cylindrical surface beUveen the first and second ends; 

fitting a first housing portion over the stator, the first housing portion including a first 
tab, the first fitting act including partially covering the generally cylindrical surface with the 
first housing portion and disposing the first tab adjacent to the first end of the stator; 

fitting a second housing portion over the stator, the second housing portion including a 
second tab, the second fitting act including partially covering the generally cylindrical surface 
with the second housmg portion and disposing the second tab adjacent to the second end of 
the stator; 

coupling the first and second housing portions; and 
abutting the tab against the stator. 
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30. (Previously Presented) A method of assembling an electric machme, the 
method comprising: 

providing a stator including a stator core, the stator core including first and second 
ends and a generally cylindrical surface between the first and second ends; 

fitting a jSrst housing portion over the stator, the first housing portion including a first 
tab, the first fitting act including partially covering the generally cylindrical surface with the 
first housing portion and disposing the first tab adjacent to the first end of the stator, 

fitting a second housing portion over the stator, the second housing portion including a 
second tab, the second fitting act including partially covering the generally cylindrical surface 
with the second housing portion and disposing the second tab adjacent to the second end of 
the stator; 

coupling the first and second housing portions; and 
punching a first aperture to create the first tab. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 30 and further comprising punching a second 
aperture adjacent to create the second tab. 

32. (Cancelled) 
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33. (Previously Presented) A method of assembling an electric machine, the 
method comprising: 

providing a stator including a stator core, the stator core including first and second 
ends and a generally cylindrical surface between the first and second ends; 

fitting a first intermediate portion over the stator, the first intermediary portion 
including a first tab, the first fitting act including partially covering the generally cylindrical 
surface with the first intermediate portion and disposing the first tab adjacent to the first md 
of Uie stator, 

fitting a second intermediate portion over the stator, the second intermediate portion 
including a second tab, the second fitting act including partially covering the generally 
cylindrical surface with the second intermediate portion and disposing the second tab adjacent 
to the second end of the stator; 

disposing a first end-cap adjacent to the first intermediate portion; 

disposing a second end-cap adjacent to the second intermediate portion; and 

coupling the first and second end caps; and 

punching a first aperture to create the first tab, 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33 and further comprising punching a second 
aperture adjacent to create the second tab. 
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